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grand fort, crowning a hill above the river, with a
mighty wall defended by nine bastions, and with
granaries excavated beneath the donjon tower, so
that it could have held out for months. The pos-
session of this fortress decided Fernando to besiege
Seville itself. He hurried to Biscay to collect ships,
and sent them round the coast to the mouth of the
• Guadalquivir, while he mustered the whole of his
forces for the land attack, including all the nobles
called de pendon e caldrera (of the pennon and the
caldron—i.e. those- who could gather their vassals
round their pennon, and feed them from their boiling-
pot.) The caldron is a frequent bearing in Spanish
heraldry, and is akin to the kettle, which is so often
found in northern nomenclature. He further made up all
threatened disputes with Aragon by marrying his son
Alfonso to Jayme's daughter Violante, and thus con-
centrated his full strength against the lovely city.
His al emir, or admiral, Don Ramon Bonifaz,
forced the mouth of the Guadalquivir, taking or sink-
ing all the Sevillian ships, and thus cutting off all
hopes of aid from Africa. On each side of the stream
the Castilians established an entrenched camp, where
they spent the whole winter, continually reinforced by
volunteers from all quartern, even by whole convents
of monks, who came to take their share in the victory.
The city of Seville stands on both sides of the river,
and the only connection between the two portions was
by a bridge of boats. Within, as the old wali could
not venture out, the command was given to the wali
of Niebla, Abou Djafar, under whom the Mozarabic
Christians fought, even as the Granadine Moors were
.fighting under Fernando. It was a time of chivalrous

